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the Moslem, he once exclaimed, in phrase characteristic of his genius, "The religion of Jesus is a threat, that of Mohammed a promise." The religion of Jesus is not a threat. Though the wrath of God shall fall upon the children of disobedience, our Savior invites us, in gentle accents, to the green pastures and the still waters of the heavenly Canaan; to cities resplendent with pearls and gold; to mansions of which God is the architect; to the songs of seraphim, and the flight of cherubim, exploring, on tireless pinion, the wonders of infinity; to peace of conscience, arid rapture dwelling in the pure heart, and to blessed companionship, laving and beloved ; to majesty of person and loftiness of intellect; to appear as children and as nobles in the audience-chamber of God ; to an immortality of bliss. No ! the religion of Jesus is not a threat, though it has too often been thus represented by its mistaken or designing advocates.
One evening, a group of officers were conversing together upon the quarter-deck respecting the existence of God.    Many of them believed not in his
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being;. It was a calm, cloudless, brilliant night. The heavens, the work of God's fingers, canopied them gloriously. The moon and the stars, which God had ordained, beamed down upon them with serene lustre. As they, and of the conviction that boldness is often the truest wisdom. If, for example, during our voyage from Egypt to France, he had not imperiously insisted upon pursuing a course different from that usually taken, and which usual course was recommended by the admiral, would he have escaped the perils which beset his path ? Probably not. And was all this the effect of chance ? Certainly not."
